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Chart again. That’s
twice in less than twelve months. 

And it doesn’t stop there. Francis recently played a
flawless DJ set on the Central Texas Saturday night mix
show Hypersonicwith DJ Jason Jenkins on 101X FM in
Austin. Preve’s set was about an hour or so long, and it
was awesome. 

Francis also recently opened for his new remix partner,
Joe Bermudez, who was spinning at Oilcan Harry’s in
Austin. And then suddenly, right after this interview was
finished, the Billie Myer’s song that Preve and Belmares
worked on last summer - “Just Sex” - hit Number Eight on
the Billboard Dance Chart. Wow - how many Top Ten
remixes ya’ got there now, Fran? This boy is good, folks,
so pay attention.

Chris Allen: So mister, you just had your second
consecutive Number One Billboard remix with
“Dangerous Power.” You go boy. How did that mix come
about?

Francis Preve: Well, after “Tracking Treasure Down” hit
Number One, I called Josh [Gabriel] and asked him what
the second single was going to be. He sent me the
“Dangerous Power” tracks, and I got to work on it. The
mix has a funkier, almost electro sound, so I knew I was
taking a few chances with it. 

Ironically, Josh and Dave thought my mix was too
funky for the song’s darker lyrical content, but when
Junior Vasquez picked up the mix and started spinning it
in December of last year, they ended up putting it out on
Beatport and it took on a life of its own. A bunch of DJs
have added it to their satellite radio shows as well, notably
D:Fuse.

CA: I hear it on BPM on XM Radio quite often. I heard
you got on Junior Vasquez’s play list with that one for a
while as well. That must be an amazing feeling.

DJ Chris Allen chats with the Number 
One remixer in the Lone Star state

Huggable, loveable Francis Preve is at it again.
With a playful and mischievous look in his
sparkling eyes, Fran is turning everything he
touches into gold. A highly respected Austin-
based producer, writer, professor, remixer, and
now DJ, Preve has become a major player in this
biz called dance music and a champion of the
electronic music scene here in Texas. One could say a role
model. 

Preve is living proof that the combination of hard
work, education, respect, honesty, and passion can win in
the end. This boy hasn’t slowed down one bit since our
chat last year. 

In fact, Preve has picked up the pace, adding a few
more shiny trophies to the glass case. Always sporting a
smile that shows that this is not just business - this is his
life’s passion - you know he’s really enjoying himself right
now.

When he and I last spoke, our hero’s remix of Gabriel
& Dresden’s dance floor filler “Tracking Treasure Down”
had recently hit the Number One spot on the Billboard
Dance Chart - knocking Madonna out of the coveted top
spot. Poor thing, she had only just claimed queen diva the
week before. A major accomplishment for any artist. 

And I’m not just talking about kicking Madonna’s ass,
but the accomplishment of actually having a Number One
song. Numero uno. A part of history. 

Francis had just teamed up with Roland Belmares to
remix the new Billie Myer’s track, “Just Sex.” In the Fall
of 2006, Preve did a seminar at The Apple Store in Austin
demonstrating the use of Ableton Live and DJ Set on
Macs. Then, just in time for the holidays, Preve’s brand
new book - The Remixers Bible - hit the streets. 

The book is an amazing reference tool for the digital
artist, and it matters not if you are a newbie with a dream
or an old skool player - all will benefit highly by reading
this book. It contains hundreds of bits of advice, primarily
from interviews Francis conducted for Keyboard
Magazine during the last decade. The idea for The
Remixers Bible- all Preve’s - is total brilliance, and the
information contained inside is pure genius.

To kick off 2007, Francis Preve’s remix of Gabriel &
Dresden’s follow up single “Dangerous Power” helped the
duo claim the Number One spot on the Billboard Dance

Francis Preve completely humbling. Nothing is achieved in a vacuum, so I
find myself really looking back on all of the people who
have helped me establish myself over the years. From time
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FP: This might sound odd, but more than anything, it’s
completely humbling. Nothing is achieved in a vacuum, so I
find myself really looking back on all of the people who
have helped me establish myself over the years. From time
to time, I’ve actually caught myself coming home from the
clubs and sending out random thank you emails!

CA: Rumor has it that your “Dangerous Power” mix can
also be heard at Abercrombie & Fitch stores. True?

FP: Yeah. It’s slated for their April 2007 in-store mix. I’m
totally honored by that. They really seem to dig my sound
over there, so this is actually my third consecutive remix
that’s been picked up by the chain - the first two being
“Tracking Treasure Down,” and before that the Amber “Just
Like That” remix that I did with Roland Belmares back in
2005.

CA: And your remixes for Jacinta’s “Can’t Keep It a
Secret” are about to hit the charts this month. What’s it like
working with her?

FP: Jacinta is truly awesome. So talented and so down to
earth… She’s a total professional. We met right around the
time that “Tracking Treasure Down” came out last Spring
and really hit it off. I ended up producing a track for her
upcoming album, and that led to these remixes - which to be
candid, are among my best work so far.

CA: I have to agree with you, man. I got a “for your ears
only” taste of them this week from Jacinta herself to review
in Groovelines, and I have to tell you they are completely,
amazingly, flawless Fran - killer work there, bud. They
totally jam - all three. With that in mind, has there been a
downside to all this success?

FP: Just an increasing deficit in my free time - and a bit
of idle bar gossip here and there - but I try to take it all in
stride. Boys will be boys… Like the saying goes, when they
stop talking about you, it’s time to worry (laughs).

CA: What else is in the Preve pipeline for 2007?
FP: Well, I recently teamed up with Joe Bermudez on a

slew of remixes last month. We did the new Hilary Duff
single, “With Love,” which just hit radio. Then there’s
Martijn Ten Velden, a new band called Dragonette, and an
original track Joe and I collaborated on. He’s a lot of fun to
work with, and the gigs are definitely rolling in. We also did
a radio remix for Gia last month, which should be charting
soon.

I’m also doing yet another mix for Gabriel & Dresden
when I get back from Winter Music Conference in Miami.
That’s in addition to a synth duo I’m doing with Josh later
this year. We’re just kicking around ideas right now, since
G&D are working to finish producing the next Andain CD.
It’s gonna be interesting, since Josh wants me to also be the
lead singer. Never done that before, but he likes my voice,
so there ya’ go.

(Continued on Page 8)
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CA: On top of that, you’re DJing now too. What’s up
with that?

FP: For years, I’ve been surrounded by brilliant DJs.
Not just the international ones, but the astounding talent
that’s right here in Austin: you, Jason Jenkins, Licious,
Bryan Konrad, Scot Free, Filthy Rich... The more
I watched, the more interesting the whole process of
DJing seemed. Finally, Josh and Joe basically cornered me
and said, “If you don't take advantage of your newfound
notoriety and start bringing your sound to the clubs [as a
DJ], you’re crazy. Just friggin’ do it!”

So when Joe Bermudez played Oilcan Harry’s last
month, he specifically requested that I open for him. I was
nervous beyond belief, but the set came off quite nicely.

CA: And a star is born!
FP: (laughs) Not quite. I’m really just getting started.

If I can make people smile and wiggle their butts for a few
hours, then I’m accomplishing something.

CA: Are you going to be spinning regularly anywhere -
establishing a residency?

FP: I’d like to. I’m in talks with a few clubs in town
about a possible monthly residency, but nothing’s final-
ized yet. There are so many great DJs in Austin's gay club

scene that I may ultimately
have to take a gig at a
straight venue, which will
certainly be a change of
pace. But I’m cool with the
idea of getting out there
and representing. 

CA: I know you’re
involved with SXSW again
this year. What are you
doing for the convention,
and how did that come
about?

FP: Well, I’ve been on
the SXSW Advisory Board
for quite a few years now.
Every year, they ask me
to coordinate a panel or
presentation on current
music technology. This
year, I’m doing a panel on
a phenomenon that I call
“consumer remixing.”
Basically, we’ll discuss
how it’s now possible for
DJs - and even fans - to
create their own remixes. 

After all, it’s no secret that you, Jenkins and Licious
have been doing it for several years now.  So the panel will
focus on the democratization this technology brings to the
masses. Like I’ve always said - it’s all about pursuing your
dreams.

CA:  Also on that panel will be our good friends Josh
Gabriel and Jacinta. That’s so funny that you never met
Jacinta until last spring. Strangers in the night… 

She was performing and scoring the music for the tech
awards at SXSW a few years back. I sat at her table in
2005 during the ceremony after just having sharing a
quick drink with you in the lobby of the Hilton. 

That year, she was the diva on the cover of “SHOUT”
for SXSW. Well now it’s your turn, baby. And so well
deserved. I just want to thank you for your time and say
“congrats” on the current momentum of your success.
Fran, I know I don’t just speak for myself when I say,
“I can’t wait to hear what you do next!”

This is the third time I have had the pleasure of
interviewing Francis Preve for SHOUT Magazine. You
can read those previous interviews and more at
www.ShoutTexas.com in the archives or by stopping
by www.Myspace.com/DJChrisAllen and checking out
my blog. 

Get friendly with Francis Preve yourself at
www.MySpace.com/FrancisPreve or at www.Fap7.com.
Be on the listen for Fran’s latest remixes of those new
songs from Hilary Duff and pop dance diva Jacinta -
coming soon to a dance floor or mix show near you.

Chris Allen is the resident DJ at the club Halo in
Bryan/College Station. Visit Myspace.com/DjChrisAllen
or www.HaloBCS.com to learn more.   His interviews
with music industry celebrities can be found on a regular
basis in SHOUT Magazine.

Francis Preve spins at the Apple Store; photo by Jason Whitmire


